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NEXT ISSUE: The SACTA Examinations 

1. SACTA WEBSITE
www.sacta.wordpress.com
Thanks to Lauret Hodgson who set up this website for us during Dec 2008. Lauret also designed the Logo and certificates. Please visit the website and tell us what you would like to see published on the site. 
A list of coaches registering with SACTA in 2009 will be published on the site giving details as supplied. Consider this a free advertisement. The names of coaches will be arranged under the names of the various provinces/unions to facilitate searching for a coach in a particular area. 
2. SACTA MANUAL
The SACTA MANUAL will be available from 15 Feb 2009 cost: R100 plus postage R20 snail mail, R45 overnight counter to counter delivery, order by e-mail or fax from Elise Steenkamp. Proof of payment required before any delivery will be made. 
Manual content

1. The first chapter is a general introduction and with background information of SACTA, membership benefits and the various examinations. 

2. The second chapter, compiled by various authors deals with training in general and refers to aspects such as the personal skills of the coach (Ewan Kromhout), training aids available to the coach (Johan Steenkamp), setting of training goals and adopting a professional approach to coaching (Adv. Lyndon Bouah) and classroom competitions (Elise Steenkamp) which may come in handy for the adventurous coach. 

3. Included further are chapters with the outlines of syllabuses for the Beginners (first time) learners (Eddie Price), the Entry Level and Level 1 (Csongi Wasas), the Level 2 and Level 3 instructor (Lyndon Bouah).
4. The last chapter deals with lists of books for reading and lists of web site addresses where freebies for coaches are waiting to be downloaded. 
5. Some advertisements for coaching material and equipment will also be added in loose leaves. 

 The Manual will be produced in A4 format in a ring binder and will consist of about 70 pages. The coach – especially the beginner coach will do well to add in the binder additional coaching material as well as the newsletters which SACTA will publish from time to time. 

Material for coaching Beginners – By Eddie Price 
Valuable lessons ready to present compiled for the School Chess Supervisor (+-60 pages) by Eddie Price. 

A set of this will cost R60 plus postage – order directly from Eddie please. The lessons are the product of tried and tested (many decades’) experience and offers numerous practical examples and advice for the teacher or future coach that “knows nothing” about chess (yet). 
This material is more than sufficient for adults to use also when preparing for the School Supervisor’s and Tournament Supervisor’s Examinations. 
3. S.A. COACHES FOR INTERNATIONAL EVENTS 
Coaches that wish to accompany groups of players (junior and adult players) to chess events in other countries during 2009 must apply to SACTA by 28 February 2009. 
Coaches will be required to register with CHESSA for 2009 and also be members in good standing with SACTA. Selection criteria may include any or all of the following: 

 (a) Personal skills such as rating, (current or past highest rating), knowledge of computer skills that are essential to higher level coaching, e.g. technically competent with a laptop, searching of chess databases, etc., personal experience in international (FIDE) tournaments and administrative skills such as reporting.

 (b) The level of coaching competency demonstrated in previous trips with SA players, judging mainly from reports submitted in previous years and perhaps also reports of the players. 
 
 (c) SACTA requires the social behavior and personal conduct of a coach who intends to accompany SA players internationally to be of the highest standard. The coach must be truly committed and be exemplary and discreet. Aspects such as temper control, self-respect, respect for others, general courtesy, etc. are important. SACTA, as a matter of policy, places a high premium on the social conduct of coaches in public places – especially persons that accompany under aged players. E.g. the drinking of alcoholic beverages, and smoking of cigarettes in the presence of young players The use of any kind of drug is absolutely out of the question. The international coach, as part of the delegation is at all times an ambassador for SA.
(d) Other matters such as interpersonal skills would also be a consideration in selecting a particular person for a particular group. 

(e) The applications of coaches need to be endorsed by their Unions/Provincial bodies. If this is not possible or desirable the coach and Union president shall state confidentially and in writing to the SACTA president the reasons for non-endorsement. 
List of International Junior/Youth Events for which coaches will be required: 
1. World Junior Chess Championship B&G 2009
Mar del Plata, Argentina 16 Oct-29 Oct-2009 
 Best three boys and best three girls in ages groups u/8,u/10,u/12,u/14,u/16 and u/18 to participate. 
2. World Youth Championships 2009, Antalya, Turkey          c.11-Nov-2009 23-Nov-2009
  

3.World Under 16 Olympiad  Turkey Aug 2009 
 Two teams of five players each (B&G to attend, A one A and one B team) 
4. African Youth Championships (in South Africa?)  July 2009   Probably the same players and coaches that will go to the World Youth in Nov.
5. Continental (African) Junior Championship, Egypt Possibly November 2009   


THE COACH’s REPORT and reports of the whole trip.
A complete report of an international trip should have the following parts: (parts i.e. separate documents) 

A. Complete Bulletin of all games played by SA players as well as cross tables of the SA players’ (scores) if applicable, relative to the rest of the field. Please DO NOT say go to the website of the event! Elaborate graphics are not required, but an interpretation or evaluation of the achievement/non-achievement and overall performance is.

B. Report of the Group Manager – He/she can describe the details of venues, flights, food, organizational hiccups/excellence – not the coach unless it had a profound influence on the performance of the players. 
 
C. Chief Coach’s report – This will include also the shorter reports of each individual coach that was employed by the Manager of the group/CHESSA. Strictly refrain from putting names to blunders and bad performances. That can go into the confidential report (E).
D. Financial Report – The group manager will compile this - detailing expenses for flight tickets, transportation to and from the venue, extras during the event, medical expenses, entry fees, coaches’ remuneration, etc. 

E. Confidential training report. This is compiled for each player and is a personal thing which only the coach and the player (and perhaps the player's personal coach at home) must see. Basically these will be guidelines for the player to attend to after the trip for preparation for his future chess career. 
F. Photo Gallery. Not everybody wants to download photos – keep that in mind. The participants will love all the pictures, but select a maximum of three that will best show the whole group, or an outstanding moment. 
G. Submission of reports. Such reports must be sent to the CHESSA General Secretary who will pass it on to the appropriate people and archive all information of that trip. All these reports must be submitted within two weeks after the last round of the event or the return of the manager. 
What are reports used for?
CHESSA’s public relations official/committee will prepare press releases from the information supplied in these reports (excluding of course information of the coach’s confidential personal training and financial reports). 

The officially edited press releases will be published on as many websites as possible also sent to news media and whoever may be interested. 
 SACTA will study the coaches’ reports and would be very interested in the coaches’ comments and ideas, experiences with the coaching environment, the opponents that our players met noteworthy incidents at the event, and recommendations for the future. 
 SACTA will expect the coach to “look and learn” from other countries’ coaches and coaching practices and bring valuable ideas and or coaching contacts to the table.
Reports A, B and C must be made available on request to any coach or Union in SA, whereas reports mentioned in D,E,F will be studied only by the people for which it was intended. 

4. SCHOLAR’S CHESS EXAMINATIONS

on 8 May 2009
Contact Csongi Wasas at 082 5691989

cwasas@netactive.co.za
R50 per candidate per examination, certificates will be issued to successful candidates.

Provincial/Regional/Union/Schools coordinators needed URGENTLY ! Please contact Csongi directly.

The scholar’s examinations are wonderful teaching aids for the chess coach and teacher that want to see if their coaching lessons are on the right track, on par with the rest of the chess learners in SA. 

The examinations are not difficult and designed to encourage chess study from an early age. 
 The examinations are geared to help the learner to show some chess improvement and gain some measure of knowledge before he is exposed to the “real” battle of chess pieces and chess personalities glaring at him from across the board.
 The examinations are endorsed by CHESSA and will be recognized nationally, schools and junior clubs will do well to hand out the gold, silver or bronze certificates at the school’s award ceremonies for this chess accomplishment certificates will be comparable to that of e.g. certificates awarded at the eisteddfods for cultural activities.  
  The Pawn, Knight, Rook and King examinations will all be available to write on 8 May. If the particular exam is passed with distinction the certificate will be issued as a Pawn Gold, or Rook Gold, etc. For passes with lower points certificates in “Silver” and “Bronze” respectively will be issued. Hopefully this will encourage learners to try their best to do well in the examination.   
5. Calling all chess coaches to REGISTER with SACTA

All Chess Coaches and Chess Trainers that train chess players in SA are required by CHESSA to register annually with CHESSA and with SACTA. CHESSA registration can be done at a tournament or a Union or online on the CHESSA website (www.chessa.co.za), which is free of charge.

 .
SACTA registration deadline is 2009mar31 at the very latest. The SACTA fee is R30 p.a. for 2009. Registration means to submit by e-mail to the SACTA President or Communication Officer a fully completed SACTA registration form sent with this newsletter in appended form.  
 Registration requires: the Coach’s full names and surname, address, telephone, and e-mail; and a short CV (if registering for the first time) mentioning formal qualifications and experience and or preferences. The annual fee payable must be paid into the designated account and the Treasurer must be notified by e-mail or telephone when payment is made. (Account details in the letterhead of this Newsletter) 
  Unions or Provincial Chess Bodies are required to register all the trainers and coaches that are operating in their areas, coaching their Union’s teams, presenting workshops, etc. Preferably a Union should register its trainers as a group and submit a list with the required details of each trainer. 
  Individuals with no allegiance to any particular union should register directly with SACTA. 
(
SACTA REGISTRATION FORM is a separate document, distributed with this newsletter, which can be printed and completed then either: 
scanned and e-mailed, or 

faxed to 086 528 5313 

or sent by e-mail directly with full details. 
Registration includes the payment of R30 per person for 2009 into the bank account PRIOR TO submission of the completed form(s). 
BULK registrations per Union is preferred.
(
FROM Nick Barnett’s column in the Cape Weekend Argus of 2009jan17

Lara Chaitman, who drove the (CHESS 4 HOPE) programme, tells us that 30 pupils from Lwazi Primary School and 30 pupils from Xolani Primary School received 4 hours of chess tuition a week as part of an extracurricular programme. Under the expert tutelage of Walter July the children flourished both on the board and in the classroom. Teachers reported behavioral improvements, enhanced concentration levels, and improved test results – success that prompted the schools to adopt chess into their mainstream curriculum for 2008. 

Submitted by Eddie Price

To all coaches
Do you have an interesting lesson/coaching idea(s) to share or to suggest ?
 
 Please write to SACTA. 
This Newsletter is also the 
chess coach’s forum for discussing problems and challenges and finding solutions.
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