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Mr. Csongi Wasas 082 5691989  cwasas@netactive.co.za
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IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT 
After Sep 2009 CHESS SA will no longer permit Associated Bodies to be Members. Management of coach’s affairs will be handled by a CHESSA SA Commission established for this purpose (for handling Arbiter and Trainer and Managers matters on the national level). The Chairperson of the Commission will become an ex officio a member of the CHESS SA Executive Board. The manner of his or her election (from and by the ranks for the arbiters and trainers) has not yet been clarified. The SACTA Executive proposes that we wind up SACTA in accordance with our constitution by 1 Sep 2009. Presumably all members of SACTA will re-join the new body in whatever form it will function in future. Any member who proposes something different should present such a proposal by 15 July 2009 please.

1.SACTA EXAMINATIONS for coaches 

(note that arbiter examinations are also on 9 July 2009- see www.sacaa.wordpress.co.za) 

Date: 9 July 2009    Times: 14:00 -17:00 
Place(s) : Unions to organize a venue and an invigilator/coordinator. 
                 Unions to communicative this information to their coaches. 
                 Venue & coordinator for exams in the WP will be created by WP Union(Lyndon Bouah)
                 Venue(s) & coordinators for exams in Gauteng will be created by Elise (Centurion) & Csongi/Eddie (Johannesburg)
                 All other Unions should contact SACTA (Elise/Csongi) by 20 June to make arrangements please! 
Levels papers to be set: SS (school supervisor), Entry Level, Level 1 and 2 - Candidates must indicate which papers they want to write and in which location. 

See table for guidelines to levels presented by SACTA: 
	Trainer Exam Level
	Trainer’s Rating
	Learner rating/level
	Arbiter qualification 
recommended

	SS (School Supervisor)
	None required
	Starting with chess
	School Supervisor (SS)

	Entry level
	1300-1500
	0-1200
	School Supervisor (SS)

	Level 1
	1500-1650
	1200-1400
	TS (Tournament Supervisor)

	Level 2
	1650-1800
	1400-1550
	TS (Tournament Supervisor)

	Level 3 
	1800-2200
	1550-1700
	PA (Provincial Arbiter)


Syllabus guidelines for coaches for each level is in the SACTA Manual. 

2. The SACTA MANUAL is now available in hard copy for R80 per copy plus postage or R100 per copy in a binder plus postage. Order by e-mail, payment details in this Newsletter head. All Unions received a copy of the SACTA Manual at the CHESSA Council meeting of 18 April 2009. Unions are allowed to copy the Manual for their own coaches, but may not sell the Manual for profit. 

The SACTA Website    www.sacta.wordpress.com
Look on this website for coach’s reports, correspondence received as well as this and previous newsletters. 

For the teachers and chess coach’s convenience the examination papers of the 8 May Scholars Examinations are also available (in English and in Afrikaans) to download.
3. National Scholars’ Chess examinations – by Csongi Wasas
I am happy to report the success of the first revived school’s chess examination results. The 3 tier system of awarding certificate will give an idea of the actual improvement, if any, taking place. It also may encourage pupils to better themselves by trying to improve their marks.

Scholars’ Chess Exam Statistics 8 May 2009:

	
	Total Number of Candidates
	Passed

Gold
	Passed

Silver
	Passed

Bronze
	Failed
	Pass Rate  %        


	Number of schools
	

	Pawn Exam
	65
	22
	23
	16
	4
	
	
	

	Knight Exam
	28
	4
	7
	9
	8
	
	
	

	Rook Exam
	4
	1
	2
	0
	1
	
	
	

	King Exam
	3
	
	1
	1
	1
	
	
	

	
	100
	
	
	
	
	
	23
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Schools
	Province/

Union
	Entries
pawn
	
	Entries
knight
	
	Entries
rook
	
	Entries King 

	Risidale PS
	Gauteng West
	Pawn
	3
	Knight
	2
	
	
	

	IR Griffith PS
	Gauteng West
	
	2
	Knight
	
	
	
	

	Blairgowrie PS
	Gauteng West
	Pawn
	2
	
	
	
	
	

	Trinity House 
	Gauteng West
	
	1
	Knight
	
	
	
	

	Fontainebleau PS
	Gauteng West
	
	1
	Knight
	
	
	
	

	Northcliff HS
	Gauteng West
	
	1
	Knight
	
	
	
	

	Fairland PS
	Gauteng West
	
	1
	Knight
	
	
	
	

	Sutherland HS
	Gauteng North
	Pawn
	1
	Knight
	1
	Rook
	1
	

	Monument  PS
	Gauteng North
	Pawn
	9
	Knight
	2
	
	
	

	Middelburg PS
	Gauteng North
	Pawn
	2
	Knight
	1
	
	
	

	Waterkloof HS
	Gauteng North
	Pawn
	6
	Knight
	3
	Rook
	2
	King    3

	Elardus Park PS
	Gauteng North
	Pawn
	1
	
	
	
	
	

	Pretoria Oos PS
	Gauteng North
	Pawn
	1
	
	
	
	
	

	Queenswood 
	Gauteng North
	Pawn
	1
	Knight
	1
	
	
	

	Florana Akad.
	Gauteng North
	Pawn
	1
	
	
	
	
	

	Anton v Wouw
	Gauteng North
	Pawn
	1
	
	
	
	
	

	Cornwall Hill 
	Gauteng North
	Pawn
	1
	
	
	
	
	

	Rayton PS
	Gauteng North
	Pawn
	1
	Knight
	1
	
	
	

	Queenstown HS
	Queenstown
	Pawn
	4
	
	
	
	
	

	C&N Oranje Meisies Skool
	Free State
	Pawn
	2
	Knight
	1
	
	
	

	Kimberley PS
	Kimberley NC
	Pawn
	1
	
	
	
	
	

	Outeniqua PS
	George, SWD
	Pawn
	12
	Knight
	9
	Rook
	1
	

	George Suid
	George,SWD
	Pawn
	14
	Knight
	1
	
	
	

	Blanco PS
	George,SWD
	Pawn
	2
	
	
	
	
	


Announcement . SCHOLAR’S CHESS EXAMINATIONS on 9 Oct 2009
Contact Csongi Wasas at 082 5691989 cwasas@netactive.co.za
R50 per candidate per examination, certificates will be issued to all successful candidates.

Provincial/Regional/Union/Schools/Club coordinators needed. 


The examinations are endorsed by CHESSA and are recognized nationally. Schools and junior clubs will do well to hand out the gold, silver or bronze certificates at the school’s award ceremonies for this chess accomplishment certificates will be comparable to that of e.g. certificates awarded at the eisteddfods for cultural activities.  
To all coaches: Do you have an interesting lesson/coaching idea(s) to share or to suggest?

 
Please write to SACTA 

This Newsletter is also the chess coach’s forum for discussing problems and challenges AND finding solutions. 

Results and certificates for CHESS SCHOLARS - examinations of 8 May 2009.

School:                 Name of learner:                   Exam &Category attained:

	School
	Learner
	Pawn
	Knight
	Rook
	King

	Waterkloof HS       
	Hendri de Klerk
	Gold
	Gold 
	Gold
	Silver

	
	Jeandrè du Randt                    
	Gold
	Gold
	Silver
	Bronze

	
	Evan Nienaber                        
	Gold
	
	
	

	
	Leon de Beer                          
	Silver
	
	
	

	
	Rickus Pelser                                
	Bronze
	
	
	

	
	Charl Steinmann                     
	Bronze
	
	
	

	Middelburg Laer   
	Armin Steenkamp                    
	Gold
	
	
	

	
	Ruan Steenkamp                                
	Gold
	Gold
	
	

	Monument Park     
	Stian Loubser                            
	Silver
	
	
	

	
	Zean Britz
	Silver
	
	
	

	
	Francois Marais   
	Gold
	
	
	

	
	Daniel Marais                           
	Gold
	Silver
	
	

	
	Elmer Kok                                
	Silver
	
	
	

	
	Louhan Fourie                         
	Gold
	
	
	

	
	Ray Leonard                            
	Bronze
	
	
	

	
	Chris-Louis v/d Walt                 
	Bronze
	
	
	

	
	Duan Siebritz                            
	Silver
	
	
	

	Pretoria Oos           
	Conrad Bezuidenhout               
	Bronze
	
	
	

	Rayton Laer           
	Werner Buys                             
	Gold
	Gold
	
	

	Elardus Park          
	Franco Schmidt                         
	Gold
	
	
	

	Cornwall Hill C
	Stephan van Biljon                    
	Bronze
	
	
	

	Sutherland HS       
	Sashegan Naidoo                     
	Gold
	Bronze
	Silver
	

	Queenswood Chr.S
	Shade Breedt                          
	Gold
	Bronze
	
	

	Florauna Akademie  
	Alicia Steyn                              
	Silver
	
	
	

	Risidale Primary      
	Sam Jourdan                         
	Gold
	
	
	

	
	Samuel Nicholson                  
	Gold
	Bronze
	
	

	
	Shayn Keyes                          
	Gold
	Bronze
	
	

	IR Griffith P              
	Eliyah Sischy                           
	Silver
	
	
	

	
	Cailen Murugan                       
	
	Bronze
	
	

	Blairgowrie PS          
	Keeran Perumal                     
	Bronze
	
	
	

	
	Keshav Kumar Vijayanath     
	Silver
	
	
	

	Trinity House           
	Damien Ho                               
	
	Silver
	
	

	Fontainebleau LS      
	Armandt van Zyl                       
	
	Silver
	
	

	Northcliff HS
	Brandon du Preez                                        
	
	Bronze
	
	

	Kimberley Junior 
	Dorren Botha                           
	Silver
	
	
	

	C&N Oranje Meisies
	Esmari Theart                                    
	Silver
	Bronze
	
	

	
	Marieta Theart                         
	Silver
	
	
	

	Queenstown GirlsHS
	Meril Mathew                         
	Gold
	
	
	

	
	Sarah Vahed                            
	Silver
	
	
	

	
	Anupa Gnowali                       
	Gold
	
	
	

	
	Phelokazi Ndodana                
	Gold
	
	
	

	Fairland PS
	Alex van Greuning                  
	Bronze
	
	
	

	Outeniqua LS      
	Christian Jordaan                           
	Silver
	Bronze
	
	

	
	Jeandre Joubert                                
	Gold
	Silver
	
	

	
	Anneke Jordaan                      
	Silver
	
	
	

	
	Cari Fourie                              
	Silver
	
	
	

	
	Adri Fourie                             
	Gold
	
	
	

	
	Francois Venter                      
	Silver
	
	
	

	
	Amy Smith                             
	Bronze
	
	
	

	
	George Swart                         
	Bronze
	
	
	

	
	Stephanie Jacobs                    
	Silver
	
	
	

	
	Victory Hanabe                      
	Silver
	
	
	

	
	Nicolas de Waal                          
	
	Silver
	
	

	George Suid LS
	Chantel Bernado                    
	Bronze
	
	
	

	
	Stefan Fouche                       
	Gold
	
	
	

	
	Mathew Coetzee                    
	Bronze
	
	
	

	
	Enrique Calitz                        
	Bronze
	
	
	

	
	Aldo Calitz                             
	Silver
	
	
	

	
	Jydin Lensing                          
	Silver 
	
	
	

	
	Joanne v Jaarsveld                  
	Bronze
	
	
	

	
	Heinrich Viljoen                     
	Bronze
	
	
	

	
	Julian Lensing                         
	Silver
	
	
	

	
	Nicklas Redelinghuys            
	Gold
	
	
	

	
	Altin Scholtz                           
	Bronze
	
	
	

	
	Retief Scholtz                          
	Bronze
	
	
	

	
	Bitzer Havenga                          
	
	Silver
	
	

	Laerskool Blanco  
	Necolene Botes                        
	Silver
	
	
	

	
	Chante Kuyler                         
	Silver
	
	
	


5. Criteria applied by SACTA for the selection of coaches in 2009:
By Csongi Wasas

1. Applicant must be registered with SACTA (and CHESSA) and paid up at the time of application.

2. SACTA must have his/her CV on file.

3. SACTA must have his/her application on file.

4. We look at the number of applicants and number of tournaments available. If these are the same (as in 2008 and 2009) we use everybody (all people that applied) in the most appropriate slot – usually their first choices.

5. For small groups we try to select only 1 adult manager-coach.
6. For groups with females we try to have a female manager or female coach.

7. For the strong "Juniors" i.e. U/21s SACTA prefers a coach with at least 2000 rating.

8. For large groups we like to send a mixture of experienced and inexperienced trainers if possible.

9. We favour coaches who send reports.

10. We favour coaches who don't have a history of pulling out at the last minute without good reason.

11. We would like, if possible, to select with transformation in mind if at all possible.
12. As at this stage we do not yet have locally officially certified trainers, but we trust that by the end of 2009 most of the present coaches will have written at least one of the examinations available. 

Present challenges: 

 1.SACTA also has no way of knowing for sure how good the trainers actually are and therefore will have to rely on reports from managers and players, or recommendations of Unions. 
 2. SACTA does not get any formal (= written) feed back from parents and players about the coaches’ performance and behaviour at the international tournaments. Most of the reports are very complimentary and parents or managers choose not to mention problems or personal shortcomings and as a result those issues (if it exists) cannot be addressed by SACTA.

 3. This year SACTA was not supplied with enough information about the various trips, the budgets involved and the number of players involved. 
 4. Other associations claimed the “right” to select coaches. Hopefully these misunderstandings in 3 and 4 will be eliminated in future. 
6. PROPOSED procedure for selection of coaches in future by Elise Steenkamp 

1. General Information required BEFORE any selection can be made: 
     (This information will probably be supplied by the Events Commission of CHESSA) 

     (a) Name of Event and location (city, country) 
     (b) Dates of the event 
     (c) Status of the event (World Ch. / Open) 
     (d) TYPE of SA (Chess) Colours that will be awarded/not awarded to players. 
     (e) Number of players selected per delegation, ages and gender. 
     (f) Budget of the delegation with special reference to the costs of the manager and coaches – e.g. CHESSA or SAJCA or LOTTO

2. Personal information required BEFORE any selection can be made: 
   (This must be supplied by the applicant by a due date every year) 
     (a) Personal contact details (personal tel/cell and e-mail is a MUST), home address. 
     (b) CV regarding chess coaching in the past ten years only and recent experience (one page)
     (c) Personal preference – at least three events, listed in order of preference, if any event is suitable the candidate must list all the events in order of preference. 

3. Understanding 
     Agreement to perform the job in the way that CHESSA expects the coach/manager to do it. The Events Commission draws up this contract on behalf of CHESSA. 
    (a) The general understanding from the Trainers Commission appointed by CHESSA (presently it is SACTA) that a chess coach that wishes to accompany groups of players (junior and adult players) to chess events in other countries during a particular year must formally apply to that Commission by the end of February. 
    (b) Coaches will be required to register with CHESSA.
Selection criteria for coaches may include some or all of the following: 


    (c) Personal skills such as rating, (current or past highest rating), knowledge of computer skills that are essential to higher level coaching, e.g. technically competent with a laptop, skill with searching of chess databases, etc., personal experience as player in international (FIDE) tournaments and administrative skills such as reporting.


    (d) The level of coaching competency demonstrated in previous trips with SA players, judging mainly from reports submitted in previous years (by the coach or head coach of the delegation) and perhaps also reports of the players/parents. 

 
    (e) CHESS SA requires the social behaviour and personal conduct of a coach who intends to accompany SA players internationally to be of the highest standard. The coach must be truly committed and be exemplary and discreet. Aspects such as temper control, self-respect, respect for others, general courtesy, etc. are important. CHESS SA, as a matter of policy, places a high premium on the social conduct of coaches in public places – especially persons that accompany under aged players (e.g. the drinking of alcoholic beverages and smoking of cigarettes in the presence of young players). Using of any kind of non-prescriptive drug is absolutely out of the question. The international coach, as part of the delegation will be an ambassador for SA at all times. 

    (f) Other matters such as interpersonal skills would also be a consideration in selecting a particular person for a particular group. 


    (g) The applications of coaches need to be endorsed by their Unions/Provincial bodies. If this is not possible or desirable the coach and Union president shall state confidentially and in writing to the CHESS SA president the reasons for non-endorsement. 

   (h) The Code of Conduct of CHESSA will be adhered to at all times by coaches selected for any delegation. 

   (i) The understanding will also be that any other national committee or union or interest group or individual that want to give input regarding the selection of coaches and managers will do that in writing and by the date on which the application to accompany an international delegation closes (par 3 (a) in this proposal). 
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